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PS AL. VII. 9. 


O let the Wickedneſs of the Wicked come to an 
End; but eſtabliſh the Juſt. 


N all your Religious Aſſemblies, it is as 
much the Buſineſs of your Minifter:, who 
preſide in them, to pray with you, as to preach 
to yo; to be your Mouth to God, as to be 
e — God's Mouth to you; He is a Prophet, and Gen. 2c 
be /ball pray for thee, is as natural an Inference, as he 
is a Prophet, and he ſhall teach thee: And in theſe 
two the Apoſtles themſelves ſum'd up the Buſineſs of 
their Apoltolical Office, we will give our ſelves to Pray- Acts C. 
er, and to the Miniſtry 7 the Word : And thoſe who 
berein obtain Mercy of the Lord to be faithful, are 
their moſt genuine Sons and Succeſſors! And it is as | 
much your Buſineſs in your Attendance on Religious 
Aſſemblies, ſerioully to join in the Errands they go up- 
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1 Reformation] Sermi. 
on to the Throne of God's Grace, as dutifully to re- 
ceive the Meſſages they bring from the Throne of God's 
Gaverument a always remembring that God ſpeals to us, 
and we to him, by his Son. 

In this Religious Aſſembly of the Societies for the Re- 
formation of Manners, we having now, by ſolemn Pray- 
er, committed them and rhgir pious Undertaking to God, 
having humbly begg'd the Continuance of his Preſence 
with them, and his Favour to them, to carry them on 
and ſucceed them in it, and make it a Means of great 
Good to dur Land, I look upon it that the Work of the 
Day is more than half done ;, for lam ſure God's Grace 
can do Wonders without any Services of ours; but the 


+ beſt of our Services can do nothing without his Grace; 


Which we have as zeceſſary and conſtant a Dependance 
upon for all the Good that is to be done by ws, and all 
the good Eſſect of it upon others, as we have upon the 
Providence of God for the Actions of the Natural Life 
and that Grace muſr be fetch'd in by Prayer. If 
therefore the God of Iſrael grant us the things we have 
nom requeſted of him, our Point is gain'd; your Work 
goes on ſucceſsfully. 5 

And therefore ] ſee not how I can better befriend the 


Societies, nor do more to ſerve their pious Deſign, in 


what remains of my Work at this time, than by doing 
what I can to engage the Continuance of the Prayers of 
all that hear me this Day for the Proſperity of them 


and zt; and that's it Iaim at in the Choice of this Text. 


The Undertaking is bold and great, and in which the 
Spirit of a truly Chriſtian Hero appears as much as in 
any thing, a Catholick Spirit; the Spirit of one that 


ſeeks the Things of Chrift more than his own Things: It 


has a direQTendency tothe advancing of the Honour of 
God, and of his Aingiom among Men, and the Intereſts 
of that holy Religion which we make Profetlion of, and 
the weakning of the Devil's Kingdom; it aims at the 
Good of the Ss Men, and the Welfare of the Pub- 


Lor. 1. lick: And therefore, Zen of Iſrael, help; Help by 


: 


your t rayers to forward this good Work: From this 


can 


Part of the Service Jam {ure there is none can excuſe, 


* * 
e. 
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can exempt themſelves; you are all therefore, in this 
7 way ſummon'd to the Help of the Lord, to the Help of 
the Lord againſt the mighty ; tis at your Peril it you 
4 diſobey the Summons. 
I hope I ſpeak to a praying People, that mate Conſci- 
ence of Prayer, that make a Buſineſs of Prayer, that 
dare xt live without Prayer, for thoſe that do, live 
without God in the World; that would not live without 
Prayer, for it is their Delight to approach unto God; J 
. ” hope I ſpeak to thoſe that pray for the Peace of Feruſa- 
- lem, preferring it before their chief Foy ; you are not 
Ifraelites indeed, if you are not of the Generation of them 
that ſeek God, and wreſtle with him; if you do not 
ſeek him and wreſtle with him for the Welfare and 
© Proſperity of Iſrael : Let me therefore preſs it upon 
vou With all Earneſtneſs, to take this Concern of the 
a Reformation of Manners, into your daily Prayers alone, 
and in your Families, as thoſe that have ſincerely eſ- 
+ pouſed this righteous Cauſe, have laid it near your 
. + Hearts, and keep it there, and have an entire Depen- 
dance upon the Almighty Grace of God to make it 
= fucceſsful. 
My Text is a Prayer, and will be of De to direct 
n us herein; it puts Words into our Mouths ; not many 


g to burthen our Memories, but very proper, and ſuited 


, @ a. Aft... · 


* 


PO why 


of * do our purpoſe, for we are here taught to pray againſt 
mall Sin, and for all Saints. 

ft, 3 1. We are here taught to pray againſt ql Sin, to pray 
he it doven, to pray it, if poſſible, out of the World. O 


in let the Witheanefs of the Wicked come to an End! And 
at min praying againſt the Sin we pray for the Sinners, for 


iy whatever makes againft the Diſeaſe makes for the Pa- 
of tient. 

its F Obſerve with what a pathetical Strain of Devotion 
Wes he Pfalmiſt breaths out this Petition, and teaches us 
he odoſo; Oh! let it come to an End] when ſhall it once 
b- bes In Prayer, as there ſhould be a Fixedneſs of 
by hought, and a Firmneſs of Faith, fo there ſhould be 
1s Flame and Fervour of pious and devout Affections. 
ſe, Told Deſires do but beg Denials ; and lifeleſs Wiſhes 


» en CEE 


are 
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WM repent not. The Man of Sin, that wicked one, ſhall be 


| 
| 


A 7 4 . 


Wickedneſs of the Wicked come to an end; This is a 


Corners, but let it be utterly aboliſhed, that we 


righteous Man his Thoughts ;, He ſaith to the Fools, deal 


eA Reformation dern. ä 
are fruitleſs ones; but it is the effectual Fervent Prayer 
of a righteous Man that avails much. When Jacob wre- 
{tles with God he commenceth Jael, a Prince with | 
God. The Original Word here NA us'd to expreſs 
the Emphaſis laid upon this Requeſt, ſometimes js tran- 


. ſlated Now; O that the Wickedneſs of the Wicked 


might ſpeedily come to an end; the ſooner the better; F * 
ſometimes tis tranſlated Obſecro, I pray thee, let the 


that for which I would be very importunate; O that 
1 might have my Requeſt, and that God would grant me © 
this thing which I long for ! { 
Some of the Criticks read it, Evil ſhall conſume the 
Wicked; and ſo it is a Prediction of the gradual and - 
nal Deſtruction of all impenitent Sinners: They that fl 
F 
7 


34. Will not be reclaim'd ſhall be conſumed ; Evil ſhall 


ſtay the Wicked, Their Sin will be their Ruin if they | 5 


conſum d; and we are to pray for the haſt'ning of tage 
Day when God will do this, as the Day of the Revela- 7 
tion of his righteous Judgment. * 

But it is rather to be taken as we read it; 'tisa Pray 
er not that the Wicked may come to an end, but that 
their Wickedneſs may; that that may be conſumed; let 
it not only be reſtrain'd and curb'd, and driven into 


may not ſee it, or hear it, or hear of it, any more. 
God is calling to Mankind from Heaven by his 
Word, O let the Wickedneſs of the Wicked come to an 
End. O that Sinners would ceaſe to do evil, and learn © 
to do well! Let the wicked forſake his Way, and the Un- 
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not fooliſhly ;, Let him that ſtole fteal no more: This is 4 
the Burthen of every Song, Turn ye, Turn ye; Now 
we muſt, by our Prayers concur with him herein; as 
thoſe that are of God's Mind; Amen, ſo be it; O let 
the Wickeaneſs of the Wicked come to an End, God com- 
mands that Men forſake their Sins; we pray, that he 
would by his Grace turn them from it, as thoſe that 
aye of his Mind, and ſay in Sincerity, Thy Will * * 
2. We 


Err 


Reformation Sermon. 
2. We are here taught to pray for all Saints, for all 


fre- 
ith good People; But eftabliſh the Juſt. Lord, let not 
reſs thoſe that are filthy be filthy till, but let thoſe that are 
an- 


Holy be holy ftxll: Let the Bad be made Good, and let 
the Good be kept ſo, and made better; Let the ſame 
er, Grace that firſt made them juſt, and wrought Righte- 
the _ ouſneſs in them, ſecure and carry on that good Work 
- is in their Souls; as the fame Word of Power that firſt 
bat made the World ſtill upholds it. 
me he Converſion of Sinners, and the Confirmation and 
Ediſication of Saints are the two great things Miniſters 
the Gre to aim at in their Praying and Preaching ; to bring 
. Sotls to Chriſt, which will effectually bring their 
hat Wickedneſs to an End; and then to build them up in 
al! him, which will be an effectual Eftabliſhment of the Fuſt. 
Or, by the Juſt here we may underſtand thoſe that 
be are not only juſt themſelves, but like Phineas, execute 
the © Judgment and Fuftice upon daring Criminals, for the 
a- © ſtaying of the Plague. Lord, eftabliſþ them in their 


© often tells his Friends what it was which he asked of 
re, 13 


good Purpoſes, and ſtrengthen their Hands. 
y- his is the Prayer which we at a diſtance in the 
bat Country, have many a time put up to God for you 
let bere, and thoſe in other Places, which have ſet their 
\to 8. Hands to this good Work. St. Paul, in his Epiſtles, 


ſelves, and might be encouraged to hope for all that 
yn Grace from God which one that had fo great an Inte- 
„. keſt at the Throne of Grace, as Paul had, pray'd for, for 
eal them; This is that which we deſire of God for you, 
that God would ſpirit you for your Work, by efta- 
bliſp ing your Hearts, and that he would /ucceed you in 
it, by bringing the Wickedneſs of the Wicked to an End. 
And we deſire that all praying People would frequent- 
I y pat up this Prayer to God for you. 
It is eaſy to gather from theſe Words: 
That it is and ought to be the Defire and Prayer of all Poct. 
cod Peqpie, That God by hit Grace would put an Eud 
> 8 *9 the Wickedneſs of the Wicked, and eſtabliſh the ſl 
ow, 
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1 Now, 1. This ſappoſeth that there are two contr:. * 
1 ry conteſting Intereſts in the World, viſibly appear 
1 ing in moſt Places, that of the Wicked and that of the , 
|| Juſt; the Children of God that bear his Image, and 
do his Will; and the Children of the Devil, in who»: 
| he works, and that are led Captive by him, as all the 
J Children of Diſobedience are. This is a Diſtinction 
1 which is as old as Cain and Abel, and will laſt as long 
Y as Heaven and Hell. | N 
1 Look abroad into the World, and you will ſee Per- 
J ſons of very different Characters, the Reverſe to each 
other; one would wonder how thoſe of the ſame Na- 
t | ture, Education and Converſe, ſhould be ſo unlike one 
| another. When Solomon is obſerving how in the Courſe 
1 


. 
— —— —ͤ——— —  — — 


of Providence there is one Event to the Righteous and to 
] the Wicked, yet at the ſame time he induſtriouſſ and 
I very particularly ſhews, that notwithſtanding that, 
l. 9. 2. there is a vaſt difference between them, in the Temper 
* * oftheir Minds, and the Tenor of their Lives; for one 
is clean, and the other unclean; one ſacrificeth, and 
the other ſacrificeth not; one ſwears, and the other fears 
an Oath. Some make conſcience of what they ſay and 
do, are in care to do right, and afraid of doing amiſs ; * 
while others live at large, and walk at all Adventures. 
Some are ſober and temperate, and keep their Appe- 
tites in ſubjection to Religion and right Reaſon, while 
others runto an Exceſs of Riot, and wallow in all man- 
ner of Uncleanneſs. Some are honeft and juft in their 
Dealings, while others are falſe and deceitful,and there's 
no Confidence to be put in them. Some ſpeak the 
Language of Canaan, others the Language of Afbdod. 
Some take time every day to call upon God, and con- 
verſe with him, and ſanRify the Lord's Day to his 
Honour, while others caft off Fear, and reſtrain Prayer, 
and make no difference between Sabbath- time and o- 
ther time. Now which of theſe two will we recom- 
mend our ſelves to, herd our ſelves with, and caft in 
our Lot among? Which of theſe will we take for rr 
People, will we affociate with of choice, and will we 
ftudy to conform our ſelves to? As our Choice is, fo IP 


and , Abundance of wicked People there are in this 
wh 7orld : it is therefore ſaid to lie in Wickeaneſs, the 1 John 
Il the ole World doth ſo. Tis ſtrange, tis ſad, tis very 19. 
tion © „tis very ſtrange, that among Men that are reaſo- 
long hie Creatures, and depending upon their Creator, 


' Þecople, Death will gather us, which if we duly conſi- | 


1 , from the Wicked ;, for do Men gather Grapes 


A Reformation Sermon. 
in our Doom be; and to them whom we take for our 


Er, it will be our Prayer, Gather not my Soul with fal. 26 
ners. | 


here ſhould be ſo many wicked, that act in a conſtant 
Hontradiction to the right Reaſon of Man, and a con- 
nt Rebellion againſt the rightful Authority of God : | 
ut as ſaith the Proverb of the Antients, ſo ſaith the Ob- 1 Sam. 24 

vation and Experience of the Moderns, Wickedneſs 17. 


: 


Thorns ? or do they expect good things in the Life 
om an evil Treaſure in the Heart? No; tho' ſome 
ens Sins are ſo artfully conceal'd and diſgus'd, that it 


nper "muſt be left to the Day to declare them, and it is only 
one "She Heart-ſearching God that can ſay, It is Jniguity, it Ila. x. 13 
and Hypocriſy, even the ſolemm Meeting; and to him | 
cars We judgment of ſuch Sins muſt be left; yet there are | 
and hers whoſe Sins are open beforehand, going before to r Tim. 5c 
uils ; agment; of which any one may ſay, as the Angel to24. 
65. e Prophet, This is Wickedneſs ;, and Wickedneſs of Zech. ;. & 
PPE” Wis kind we may and muſt in our Places witneſs a- 
hile Wink. Do I need to tell you what that Wickedneſs of 
an- Ie Wicked is which we muſt endeavour in our Places 
heir but a flop to? Your own Hearts will tell you; ſome 
res the Inſtances of it even the Heathen were convinc d 
the by Natural Conſcience. You know it is Wicked- 
404. | ffeſs for Men to protane the Holy Name of God, and 
-on- their ludicrous or paſſionate Appeals to him to make 
his m altogether ſuch a one as themſelves ; or to abuſe 
yer, Wenſelves, their own Bodies, and the Gifts of God's 
do- frovidence, and by the ir Drunkenneſs and Unclean- 
m- eis to make themſelves altogether ſuch as the Realts, 
in ind more vile. Do I need to tell you who the 


0 uft are? Your own Hearts tell you; They are 
1 B not 
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not thoſe of this or that dividing Name or Party ; 
no, far be it from us to monopolize the Character; 
for in every Nation, and under every Denomination of 
Chriſtians, thoſe that fear God, and work Righteouſneſs * 
are accepted of him, and muſt be ſo of us. The Juſt 2 
are they that live in the Fear of God, and make con- 
ſcience of rendring what is due to him, to themſelves, * 
to all with whom they have to do: Theſe are they 
whole Eftabliſhment we ſhould ſeek. 4; 
2. This directs us which of theſe two Intereſts to 
eſpouſe, and jide with, and make our own, as thoſe that J 
are convinc'd which is in the right, and which in the 
wrong, Which will make us happy, and which will ruin 
us; particularly we are directed which of theſe to 
| Jerve with ouꝝ Prayers. If we would-be found on te 
Lord's ſide, in the Day of Enquiry we muſt by our 

Prayers act zn concert with the Juſt, and in Commu- 8 
nion with them, and help to eſtabliſs them; and in,, 
contradiction to the Wicked and their Wickedneſs, 
which we muſt do all we can to bring to an End. 4 
For the opening of this I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
(.) What it is we are directed in the Text to defire i 
and pray for. (2.) Why it is and ought to be the De 
fire and Prayer of all Good Chriſtians, And then mal? 


Application. | 


2 2 LATELY ö 8 4 
hd wad 


[| For the Firſt. That which we are to deſire and pray 
| for, is in ſhort this, That Mictedneſs, that Root of 
| Bitterneſs, may be rooted out of this World, and 
1 that Righteouſneſs, that Plant of Renown, may be 
planted and rooted in it. This I fay we mutt der 
and pray for; it is not enough in Word and Tongue 
to pray for it, but we muſt ſincerely and in Heart de. 
[| fire it; nor is it enough in heart to deſire it, but we 
. muſt by Prayer offer up our Deſires to God in the'Y 
| Name of Chriſt, for the plentiful Effuſions and power 
ful Operations of that Grace upon the Minds and Spi. 
rits of Men, which are neceſſary to the effecting oY 
theſe good Wirks, and the attaining of theſe goos" 
Ends; that that Grace may be ſufficient, 80 1 
| IT; 3 
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ty; Fir, We muſt deſire and pray, That God by his 
ter 3 Grace Would bring the Wickedneſs of the Wicked to an 
on of nd, to a full End ; That by his Spirit he would coun- 
uſneſs erwork and over rule that evil Spirit which works and 
Ju rules in the Children of Diſobedience. 

con- , This Charity muſt begin at home; we muſt in the 
Ives, Art place pray, that God by his Grace would bring 


they "She Wickedneſs that is in our own wicked Hearts to an 


nd; that our Corruptions may be mortified and ſub- 
ſts to dued, and the Power of our inordinate Appetites and 
that Piſſions cruſh'd and broken, and that we may be kept 
1 the From every evil Work and Way. 
rum hut tho' it muſt begin at home, it muſt not end there; 
e % we muſt pray that the Wickedneſs of other wicked 
2 the People may come to an End, in the Places where we 
dur, live, in the City, in the Nation, all the World over. 
mu- It mult be our Heart's Defire and Prayer, 
d in 1. That wicked Principles may b- exploded and aban- 
nels, don d, and that Men may be ſer right in their Judg- 

ments concerning Good and Evil, Right and Wrong, 
hew, God and themſelves, this World and the other; that 
1 * the Beaſt may be wounded in the Head, and that will 
De 
mak: ¶ Root of Wickedneſs, by rectifying the Miſtakes of the 
Underſtanding ; that Salt may be caſt into the Springs, 
pray and ſo the Vaters may be healed; for this is God's way 
tt ol Wof gaining the Will and Affections, by opening the 
and MUnderliandiog ; and it is the regular way, tis coming 
y be "Fin by the Door, Pill the peccant Humours in the 
leſi: Blood be purged out, in vain is Application made to 
ngue the external Eruptions of the Diſeaſe. Thoſe that are 
t de. bad, are fo upon ſome bad Principles, with which the 
t we God of this World hath blinded their Minds, and till 


| the" thoſe are conguer'd and laid ajide, the Wickednels of 
wer. the Heart and Life will not be brought to an End. 

Spie O that Men may be made to (ee the Folly and Falf- 
g o hood of thoſe Atheiſtical Notions and Schemes, by 
goo} which their Fear of God, and their Dread of Sin, and 


the fatal Conſequences of it are abated, and by de- 


Fi | B 2 grees 


be a deadly Wound ; that a Blow may be given to the Rev. 13. 
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cal. 14. 1. upon; they ſay in their Heart, There is no God; or, 
94. 7. the Lord ſhall not ſee, neither ſhall the God of Jacob re- 
10, IT, gard it; he hideth his Face, and he will not require it. 


eA Reformation Sermon. , 
grees worn off, that they may no longer, as they have 
done, call Good Evil, and Evil Good, put Darkneſs for 
Light, and Light for Darkneſs. O that Sinners may be 
convinced of the Abſurdity of that with which they 
ſupport themſelves in their ſinful Ways, and are en- 
couraged to ſay, They ſhall have Peace tho' they go on, 
and that they may ſee their Miſtake before it is too 
late to have it rectified: O that God's Grace would 
open Mens Eyes before the Flames of Hell do it! 
That the Fallacy of that which pretends to Wit may 
be diſcover'd, and made contemptible by that which 
is real Wiſdom, The Word of God, which is a Diſcer- 
ner of the Thoughts and Intents of the Heart hath inti- 
mated to ns what the Principles are that Sinners go 14 


_ ——Z— oe 4 — — 
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Nay, they have the Impudence to ſay, Every one that 


1.2.17. doth Evil is good in the fight of the Lord; Or, why doth 
5 9. he yet find fault, for who hath reſiſted his Mill? O that 


3 
92 — — 


cl. r. 9. al theſe things God will bring them into Judgment. 0 


Men might be beaten off from theſe ſtrong Holds, and 
that the Hail might ſweep away this Refuge of Lies; and 
theſe high Thoughts might be captivated and brought 
into Obedience to the Power of Divine Truth. Theſe $ 
corrupt Principles are commonly conceal d, and thoſe E 
that are fond of them are aſbam d to own them; I wiſh Þ 
the Sinners you deal with could be brought to diſcover 3 
them, and to confeſs what the Tempter ſuggefted to 
them when he drew them into his Snares; that fome 
Courſe might be taken to inform them better; to give 
them right Thoughts of the Differences between Good 
and Evil, of the Holineſs and Juſtice of God, the 
Strictaeſs of his Law, and to convince them, that for 


that Men were brought to ſhake off the looſe Thoughts ; 
they have of the Scriptures, the /ow Thoughts they | 
haye of Religion and Godlineſs, and the fight 
Thoughts they have of Sin, and to receive the Truth | 


in the Light and Love of it. | 
O that 


1 Reformation Sermon. 13 


have O that Popery, which is ſo great a Friend to Sin, 

5 for might be known to be, what really it is, a 4fery e 

iy be iguity, Sin in diſguiſe, which when it is reveal d, » Theſſi 
they and ſet in a true Light, is ſoon conſum'd, by the Breath g. 

en- ef Chriſts Mouth, his Word and Spirit, and the Bright- | 
20 on, ¶ neſs of the Coming of his Truth into the Soul. Idola- 
s too try was always an Inlet to Immorality and all Impie- | 
ould ty; and therefore 'tis neceſſary to the Reformation of 

it ! FF Manners, that the Principles upon which we reform d 

may from Popery, be cloſely and faithfully adher'd to, by 

hich which the Honour of Chriſt, the Authority of the 
ſcer- Þ Scriptures, and the Strictneſs of the Divine Law, are 

inti- 'Y ſupported. Theſe will help to reform the Manners of f 
s go the Nation, and in return thereof, the more the Man- | 
; or, ners of the Nation are reform d, the better fortified it 

b re- will be againſt Popery ; for the Myftery of Faith is Tim. | 
"e it, beſt held in a pure Conſcience : Our Enemies know,? | 
that that Profaneneſs paves the Way to Popery. 

doth FF 2. We muſt defire and pray, That wicked Perſons 

that may be converted and chang d, by the Grace of God. 

and Hath God given us his Grace, and have we experienc d 

and the Benefit of it? O let us be earneſt with him to 
ught give it to thoſe that are yet in Sin; that thus the | 
heſe 3 Wickedneſs of the Wicked might be brought to an end by Pſal. 514 
hoſe the teaching of Tranſgreſſors the Ways of God, and the 13. | 
wiſh 38 Converſion of Sinners unto him: That the publick 

over FF Preaching of the Word may be effectual for this pur- 

d to poſe, and mighty through God for the turning of the 

ome Diſobedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt; that in the 


give Chariot of the Everlaſting Goſpel the Great Redeemer 
ood may ride forth conquering and to conquer. 
O let us be humbly earneſt with God in Prayer, 
for FF that the Eyes of the Blind may be open d, and the Ears 
Of the Deaf unſtopped ; that wandering Sheep may be 
phts ; ought and ſav'd, and Prodigal Sons brought to them- 
hey WF ſelves firſt, and then to their Father's Houſe M that Gol 
ight would tranſlate thoſe into the Kingdom of his Dear Son, 
who have been long Subjects in the Kingdom of Dark- * 
ne. O that they who are Satan's Slaves may be the 
Lord's Freemen, and that God would bring their Souls 
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i I. 114. out of Priſon. O that the Sea _ fly, and Jordan © 


ſuch were ſome of you, and yet ye are waſhed, and ſancti- It! 


Power of Sin and Satan, as the Father of the poſſeſſed | 


batl-brealers might be Sabbath. Janctiſiers. O that Sa- 


lawful Captive may be deliver d: that Chriſt's Throne Mu 
been: With Men this is imp:ſſuble, but with God all 


the greater Joy in Heaven for their Repentance, more for 


«3-20, Soul from Sin is the ſaving of a Soul from Death. 
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might be driven back, and the Rock turned into a Foun- 
tain of Waters at the Preſence of the Lord, at the Pre. 
ſence of the God of Jacob. O that the Ethiopian might 
be made to change his Skin, and the Leopard his Spots, 
and that they might yet at laſt be brought to do go 
who have been accuſtomed to do Evil. | 7 

We muſt not deſpair concerning the worſt; for 
while there's Life, there's Hope, and room for Pray- 
er: The Repentance of Manaſſeh and the Converſion 
of Paul tell us that nothing is too hard for the Almigh- f 
ty Grace of God to do. The Corinthians were many / 
of them as bad as t e worſt, and as vile as the vileſt ; 


fied, and juſtified, Let us therefore apply our ſelves 
to Chriſt for thoſe who have been long under the 


Child in the Goſpel, F thou can'ft do any thing, have 
compaſſion upon them, and help them; O ſnaten them 
as Brands out of everlaſting Burning! O that Drunk- 
ards and Harlots might be made ſober and chafte, that 
thole who ſo paſſionately curſe and ſmear may be 
brought as affectionately to prayand praiſe ; that Sab- i 


tan may be diſpoſſe(s'd of his Strong holds, that the tl 
Prey may be taken from that Mighty One, and the un- 


may be ſet up there where the Uſurper's Seat has long 


things are poſſible, even this. Nay, the worſe any are, 
the more earneftly we ſhould deſire and pray for their 
Converſion, not only becauſe otherwiſe their Ruin 
will be the greater, but becauſe there will be ſo much b x 
'Y 


on 


one of them than for ninety nine just Perſons that com- 
protivey need no Repentance, How earneſt would we | 
e herein, did we conſider, that the converting of a 


ay 


Thoſe whom you reprove and inform againſt for 
their Wickedneſs, it ſhould be with a ſtrong Deſire | 


" 
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ff their Converſion, and that the Trouble you give 


dan 
hem may contribute to it; that the Uneaſineſs you 


n . 


pre. put them to may make them weary and heavy laden un- 
ight Fer the Burthen of Sin, and willing to get clear of it 
pots, y coming to Chriſt. O that the puniſhing of them 
z004 night prevent their periſhing, and that when they are 
Polden in the Cords of Affliction, their Ear may be 

for ppen to Diſciplme : Let your Prayers always accompa- 

ray- hy your Endeavours to reclaim and reform them, 
fron that while you are making them Examples of your Ju- 
igh- Mice, God by his Grace may make them Monuments of 
any Wis Mercy. When you proſecute them, pray that God 
eſt ; would pardon them : Father forgive them, and qualify 
101i them for Forgiveneſs. And if God forgive them, and 
Ives let them know that he has forgiven them by a ſaving 
the Change wrought in them, they will not only forgive 
ſſed Nou this Wrong, but will thank you, and thank God for 


you, as David for Abigail, and for the ſeaſonable Stop 
you gave them, when they were haſtening apace tv 
their own Ruin, | 

= 3. We muſt deſire and pray, That wicked Practiſes 
Inay be prevented and reftrained ;, That tho' the Root of 
Biitterneſs be not pluck'd up, yet it may not ſpring up Heb. 124 


Sa- to trouble us, and thereby many ſhould be defiled; and 15, 16. | 
the that whatever may lie hid,, yet there may not appear 
un- any Fornicator or profane Perſon among us, as Eſau. Let 
one Jus pray, that if the Stream be not turn'd, yet it may 
ng be check'd and dam d up, and may not become an over- 
al! flowing Deluge; that tho' the Lion be not turn'd into 


3a Lamb, yet he may be chain d up, and kept within 
Grates; That tho' the unclean Spirit be not caſt out, 
et he may be filenc'd, and not ſuffer'd to ſpeak, not 


ich I ſuffer'd to tear. Eft aliguid prodire tenus, fi non datur 
for tra. O that God by his Grace would reſtrain the 
1- WT Remainder of the Mickedneſs of the Wicked, would ſet 
we WE Bounds to the breaking out of it, as he doth to the 
f 1 Waves of the Sea, Hitherro it Hall come, and no far- 


ther : That tho' Baalam be ſtill the ſame he was, yet 
he may not be ſuffer d tocwrſe 1ſrael : That tho Senna IIa. 37. 
cherib hath (till an inveterate Kage againſt God, yet he 28, 29. 
may 
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may be made to feel that God hath a Hook in his Moſe, 
and a Bridle in his Jaws. And O that the Magiſtrate 
de 18. who bears the Sword might be, as the Scripture calls 
| Marg. him, an Heir of Reftraint, a Terror to Evil Doers, and 
that the proper Means us d for the ſuppreſſing of Vice 
I and Profaneneſs may attain the End; ſo that tho' Sin 
kek. 7. hath bloſſomed and budded, yet it may not riſe up into a 
„ 11. Rad of Wickedneſs, to oppreſs the Lot of the Righteous, 
| We ſhould deſire and pray, that thus far at leaſt the 
Wickedneſs of the Wicked may come to an end, that 
it may not be committed openly, and that the Infection 
may not ſpread, 4 
(r.) O let not Wickedneſs be committed publickly 
and openly, and in the Face of the Sun, as it were by 
Licence, and with Allowance, Let thole that will not 
be perſwaded to hate Sin, and that cannot bluſh for it, 
yet be compell'd to forbear it before Men, and ſince 
they will be as the Horſe and the Mule that have no Un- 
derſtanding, let them be held in, as they are, with Bit 
and Bridle : Let thoſe that will not by fair Reaſoning 
be made aſbam d of the Sin they have committed, by 
1 a due Correction be made afraid to commit it again; 
li} and if they will not tremble at the Wrath of God re- 
dom. 13, vealed from Heaven againſt them, let them be afraid of 
TW. the Civil Powers, which bear not the Sword in vain. 
al. 107. Let all Iniguity be made at leaſt to hide her Head, and 
(iz. op her Mouth, that if Men will not be wrought upon 
| by Miniſters preaching to break off their Sins, yet by 
| the Magiſtrates acting they may be driven into Corners, 
e Kings and if they do things that are not right, they may do 
1.7. 9: them ſecretly, and ſo the Nation may not bear the 
Guilt and Blame ot it. ; 1-1 
If the Laws of God and Religion prevail not to be o- 
bey d and ſubmitted to, yet let them not be impudently 
onted and bid Defiance to: If the wicked will (till ao 
wickedly, and will not be made to wnderftand, yet let With 
them not paſs without Rebuke, and a Teftimony born Wn 
againſt their wicked Ways: Let them not be able ro tb 
make their Sin faſhionable, nor to bring it into Reputa- h. 
tion; but let it be made to appear, as it is, odious and 
| can. 
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ſcandalous, and that which all wiſe and good Men have 
a Diſſike of. If the Idols of Iniquity be not driven out | 
of the World, and quite aboliſh'd, yet let them be caſt | 
to the Moles and to the Bats, If Men will be drunk, Ila. 2. 4 
let them be drunk in the Night, and let the Works of 1 ThelY 
Darkneſs know and keep their Place, but let thoſe that 7- | 
are of the Day be ſober, and walk honeſtly, and as be- ; 
comes them. O that the Wickedneſs 6f the Wicked 
might thus far atleaſt come to an end, that they may 
not dare to declare it as Sodom, fo as to vex the righte- Ila. 3. g 

ont Souls of thoſe about them from Day to Day, 2 Per. A 
2X with their f Converſation. Let the Sin be the Ruin 7, 8. 
of the Sinner, as certainly it will be, if it be not repen- 
ted of; But let it not, by going bare-fac d and undi- 
not Kurb'd, be the Reproach of the Nation. Let not the Fa- 
r io thers of our Country be ſuch as Eli was to his Family, 1 Sam. 
ſince Bl whoſe Sons made themſelves vile, and he reſtrain d them r 
O.; But let it ever be ſaid, to the Honour of our | 


Bit Land, to the Honour of your City, thar tho' there be | 
1"; found thoſe who boldly bend their Tor gues like their Jer. g, 

> by Bom for Lies, yet there are found thoie likewiſe who | 
am ; are valiant for the Truth in the Earth: And tho' there | 
re. are Horns, four Horns, that attempt to ſcatter Judah, Zech. 1 
a of Iſrael, and Jeruſalem, to run down all that's ſacred and 19, 27. 
Ec juſt, yet there are thoſe that liſt up the Head againſt 


ehem, there are four Carpenters that come to break theſe 


1pol Horns, and to caſt them out; that the Horns of the 

t by wicked being cut of (tho their Heads be not) the pl. 55. x; 
ners, Horns of the righteous may be exalted. 

y do (2.) O let not the Wickedreſs of the wicked be propa- 


gated, ſo as to infe others ! Let this Plague die with 
thoſe that are dying of ir, becauſe they will die; But 
let the Contagion be kept from ſpreading ! Though 
ntly Maltitudes drop into the Pit daily, yet let not the 
11! do ih- of this Mortality riſe ; tho” things are bad let 
t let item not grow worſe. If the Sinners themſelves will 
born ¶ not be perſwaded to leave, yet let not thoſe about 
le to them be perſwaded to learn their pernicious ways. They 
have erred, but let their Error remain with themſelves, 
and let not others be tainte d _ it, nor cęrried _ 
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an Ox goes to the Slaughter. We ſhould therefore ear- 


them from Evil. O ptay that the Tongue of the Temp: 


Devil's Work, and that the Force of the Temptation 


in the Fathers ſtead an Increaſe of ſinful Men, to c 
ment yet the fierce Agger of the Lord, the thing AAdſe. 
« 18. dreaded, Num. 32. 14. But that the Son, when he 
ſees all his Fathers Sins, may conſider and not do like him, 
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by it. O let not this Leproſy over ſpread the whole 
Body; let it never be ſai , that from the Crown of the 
Head to the Sole of the Foot, there is no Soundneſs, no- 
thing but Wounds and Bruiſes. 1 
We know that Sinners are enticing: The wiſe Man | 
ſuppoleth this, Ay Son, if Sinners entice thee, conſent 
thou not. They that have the Plague are willing to in- 
fect others. The Devil was no ſooner an Apoſtate 
himſelf but he became a Tempter to Man; and they 
that are of that wickgd one thus do his Luſts. Thoſe that 
are bad, I fear are more induſtrious to debarch others, 
and to make them as bad as themſelves, than thoſe that 
are gocd are to invite others to the Ways of Religion 
and Virtue, and to make them as good as themſelves. 3 
We know allo by ſad Experience, that Sin is an en- 
ticing thing 5, it has its Baits with which it allures the 
unthinking and unſtable into the Net ; and there is in 
the corrupt Nature of Man a Proneneſs to follow bad 
Examples, and to go into the Meaſures of thoſe that tale 
their Meaſures from the World and the Fleſh; and to 


follow them ſtraitway, without any Conſideration, as 


neſtly deſire and pray, as we are taught to do every i 
Day, that God would not lead either us, or others, in- 
to Temptation, but ou of it, and would deliver us, and 


ters may be tied, and they may be aſhamed to do the 


may be broken : Pray that the Ear of the Tempted may 
be flopped, and that they may be enabled with the Shield 
of Faith to quench all the fiery Darts of the wicked one. 4 
Let us ſtand with our Cenſer like Aaron, between the 
Living and the Dead, between the Sick and the Sound, 
and endeavour, by our Interceſſions, to ftay the Plague, 
Let us deſire and pray that in wicked Families, the En- 


tail of Sin may be cut off, that there may not riſe vp 


nor 
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hole nor tread in his Steps, that fo the next Generation, at 
" the MF leaſt, may be better than %. Pray, that in wicke# | 
„ n ¶ Places, where there are many Sinners, there may be 9 [ 

more; that Men may be ſo wiſe for themſelves, as well | 
Man as juſt to the Cauſe of Virtue and ſerious Godlineſs, as 
vſent WM not to make Friendſhip, or keep Company with the 
o in- vicious and profane, leſt they learn their Way, and 
ſtate ¶ get à Snare to their Souls. p | 
they O let us be earneſt with God in Prayer, that he 
that ¶ would give more, and yet more of that Grace which 
hers, is neceffary in order to the putting of this 2 Stop to the 
that ¶ courſe of Sin. Pray for Grace for thoſe that do nut, 
gion yet deſire it, or pray for it for themſelves; it might 
ves. do well, when we are alone with God to be particular 
n en. herein; Lord give Grace to ſuch a Sinner, that is ve- 
the Wi ry provoking both to God and Good Men, preventing 
is in Grace, reſtraining Grace, renewing Grace, victorious | 
bad WY Grace. Let Saul become Paul, that it may appear, 


that Pattern of Divine Mercy, which was of old ſer 1 Tim. 


id to Bi forth to them which ſhould afterwards believe, may yet 16. 
n, as be copied out again, in anſwer to Prayer, as that was in 
 ear- FW anſwer to Stephen's Prayer; God's Arm is not Hort ned 
Very that it cannot ſave the greateit Sinner, nor is his Ear 
„ in. heavy, that ir cannot hear the weakeſt Prayer, that is 

and ofer'd up in Faith, the Prayer of the deſtitute. 
emp: Secondly, We muſt deſire and pray that God by his 
> the WF Grace would efablif the Juſt; that Religion and God- 
tion lineis may get Ground, as Vice and Profaneneſs leſe 
may Growd. Let us pray, 
hield BF =. That the Jult may be eſtabliſbed in their Integrity, 

ont. 4 and may ever retain that. It is the Duty of the Watch- 
1 the men to warn not only the Wicked that they go nota 
nd, i Step further in their wicked Ways, but the righteous F2ck. 3. 


ague, i allo, that they turn not a Step back from their righte- 19, 21. 
En · Wi cus Ways, that they do not ſo much as look back ; and 
ſe 11) FF our Delire and Prayer mult be according!y, as thoſe 
that are afraid leſt a Promiſe being left us of entring into 
Ae, Reft, not only we our ſelves, but any other of zs ſhould 
n hb! Wi fo much as ſeem to come ſhort. O that good People may 
hun, de elabliſh'd in tacir good Principles, and good Reſo- 

| C2 lations, 
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lations, and may faithfully adhere to them; that the | 
Righteous may (till hold on their way, and thoſe that 
have clean Hands may be ftronger ana ſtronger. O that 
tho' the Stream be ſtrong, the Righteous may be ena - 
bled to ſwim againſt it, and may never be carried down | 
by it! but that like Job, in difficult trying Times, they 
may. till hold faſt their Integrity; may keep themſelves 
pure in Times of common Iniquity, and may, like 
Fiſh, be freſh in falt Water; as Wah, in the old 
World. Nay, we ſhould deſire and pray, that the Wiz 
Juſt may be like Springs of Water, which, by Antiperi- % 
ftaſis,*are warmeſt when the Air is coldeſt, that the worſe i: 
others are the better they may be; that the more others 
profane the Name of God, the more they may. abound 
in praiſing it; the more looſe others are in their Con» 
verſation, the more circumſpect they may be; as Noah 
and Lot, who were both better in the midſt of Temp- 
tation, than when they were out of theiWay of it. 
We ſhould eſpecially be earneſt with God in Prayer 
for young People, that are ſetting out in the World, that 
by the Grace of God they may be preſerv'd from the 
Corruption that is in the World through Lu; that that 
may not be a Spark tothe Linder of the Corruption that 
is in their Hearts, Commit them to the Conduct and 
Cuſtody of the Divine Grace. Keep, Holy Father, 
Þ2ep through thy Name thoſe that we commit unt ec, 
keep them from the Evil of this preſent World, keep them 
to the End. Thoſe that have been bleſt with a good 
Education, that have begun well, and promiſe fair, and 
are number d among the juſt, O that they may be con- 
firm d in the Choice they have made, and may always 
abide by it! that when they come to the turning time 
of Life, ſuch a right Turn may be given to their 
Thoughts as that they may be ftcdfaftly reſolved for 
Heaven as their End, and Chrift and Holineſs as their 
way. Satan and his Agents have a particular Spite at 
ſach, and are induſtrious to draw them aſide; O let 
us help them by our Prayers, thit they may be fortifi- 
ed againſt the Temptations the World is full of, and 
may never loſe the Things they have wrought, the things 
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at the Whey have gain d; but may obtain a full Reward. That f 
e that the Holy Seed may be the Subſtance of our Land, and [ 
) that ever the Shame of it, by mingling themſelves with the Ila. &. i 
| 


ena · People of theſe Abominations ; that they may appear to 
down be 2 Seed which the Lord has bleſſed in anſwer to Pray- { 
2 er, and which we fhall bleſs him for; that the Branch- 

ſelves 


es of the Families of God's People may continue Branch- 
# | 


like of Righteouſneſs. p 
e old 2. That they may be eſtabliſh'd in their Comfort and 
t the ¶ Hope. In troubleſome threatning Times good Men 
iperi- Fare apt to be ſhaken in Mind, and to fear leſt the Caule 
worſe and Intereſts of Religion ſhould be ſunk and run down: 


thers When they ſee how Iniquity abounds , and how cold the 
ound ¶ Love of many is, how bold the Factors for Hell are 
grown, and how baſpful the Advocates for Chriſt and 
his Golpel are, they are ready to give up all for gone; 
ready to ſay, when they ſee the ungodly proſper. in the 
World, that they have cleanſed their Hearts and Hands Pl. 73.1 


ayer ¶ in vain. We have, therefore, need to pray for them, 
that that they may be eſtabliſh'd in the Belief of the Pro- 
| the ¶ miſe that the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail againſt the 
that Church, and may encourage themſelves and one ano- 
that her with it, and may never caft away their Confidence 
and ia it. O that the Juſt may be eſtabliſh'd in the Aſſu- 


Fr: ice of this, that God will plead his own Cauſe, will 
Gown his own Intereſts, will do his own Work, and 
will be exalted in his own Strength. Tho' his Truths 
be oppos'd and ridicul'd, yet they are great, and ſhall 
prevail, Tho'his Name be profan'd, yet he has glori- 


on- Mid it, and will glorify it yer again: He will magnify his Iſa. 42. 2 
ays Lam, and make it honourable, tho' Men villify it, and 
ime — it contemptible. Theſe are the true Sayings of 

eir Woo 


Now, Lord, give to the Juſt to believe in the Lord 2 Chr. 2c 

their God, that ſo they may be eftabliſh'd,. and not be 20. 
at ¶ cfraid of evil Tidings, nor deſpair of their Cauſe, no, 
let nor ſo much as diſtruſt it; for it is not the Cauſe of a 
ih- Farty that they eſpouſe and embark in, but that of Ca- 
nd lic Chriftianity, pure Religion, and undefiled before 
Cod and the Father, which we are ſure will keep its 
3 » _ Ground, 


* "Os j — — 
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Ground, and carry the Day; tis the Kingdom of God Fe 
among Men, which cannot be deftroy'd. O that the MW th. 
Juſt may rejoice and glory in this! that this may keep Fr 
their Refolutions frm, and their Hopes flouriſhing in 
the worſt of times; that they may rejoice in God, and thi 
glory in him, and their Feet being ſet upon this Rock, Ml ©? 
they may have a new Song put into their Mouths, nm 

3. That they may de eſtabliſh'd in their Undertaking * 
to do what they can to bring the Wickedneſs of the Wicked n 
to an end: Lord, by thy Grace ſtrengthen their Hands 
in their Oppoſition to the Intereſts of Sin and Satan in L 
the World. O that they may be confirm'd in the Prin. ſt 
ciples they go upon therein, and may not be ſhaken by 
any Doubts or ſealouſies, concerning the Equity and 

* Goodnefs of the Cauſe they are engag'd in, but may 
be abundantly fatisfied in their own Minds, that in 
bearing their Teſtimony againſt, and giving Check to 

' * Immorality and Profaneneſs in their Places, they are 
doing a good Work, and if they ſincerely aim at the Ho- 
nour of (od in it, he will gracioutly accept it, as Ho- 
nour done to him. 

O that they may not be ſhaken by any Diſcourage- i 

| ments they meet with, any Difficulties they find in 

| their Way, but that their Zeal and Reſolution may be 
| rather the more animated thereby; that they may not 

| be driven off from it, or made to drive on heavily in it, 

either by the Heat of thoſe that own themſelves Ene- 
mies to it, or by the Coldneſs of thoſe that yet own 
themſelves Friends to it; pray for them, that God by 

| his Grace would help them over theſe Dilcouragements, 

bb 17. 8. that when »pright Men cannot but be aftonied at this, tt 

aſtonied that ſo good a Work ſhould be ſo much oppos'd 


be 10. and fo little further d, yet they may not fit down aſto- 5 

þ nied, as Ezra, in a like Caſe, deſpairing to bring any k 
thing to paſs : But that the innocent may ſtir up himſelf | 

| ſo much the more againft the Hypocrite, becauſe as Ex- 8 

| ra was then told there is yet Hope in Jjrael concerning this , g 

| thing ; the Caſe is bad, but not deſperate. a 7 

| We ought to pray for Miagiſtrates, for the Queen, ti 


and all in Authority, for the Judgegand the Juſtice of 
| a ca ce 
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Peace in the ſeveral nties and Corporations, that 
they may be efabliſi/d in a holy Zeal againſt Vice and 
Profaneneſs, and a Reſolution to do the utmoſt they can 
in their Places to ſuppreſs it; That God would give 
them his Judgment and his Righteouſneſs, that according Pl. 72. 
to the Truſt repos'd in them they may be for the Pu- 1 Pet. 
niſhment of evil Doers, and for the praiſe of them that do 14. 
well, We are doing our own Work when we are 
raying for Kings and all Authority, for if they be efta- 
liſld in their Duty, we ſhall live quiet and peaceable x Tim. 

Lives under them in all Godlineſs and Honeſty ; the Re 2. 
ſtraint of the vicious will be the Repoſe of the Virtuous, 
and a Defence of their Virtues. | 

We ought to pray for Miniſters, for all the Mini- | 

ſters of the Word of God, that they may be full of Mic. 31 

Power, by the Spirit of the Lord, and of Judgment and | 
of Might, both Wiſdom and Courage to declare unto 

acob his Tranſgreſſion, and to Iſrael his Sin, that the 
may ſet their Face as a Flint, in a holy Zeal again 
Protanenels; and that the Spirit of God may work with « } 
them and by them to convince the World of Sin, of John 1 

Righteouſneſs, and 7 Judgment. Pray that MiniſtersS | 
may be eſtabliſhed, and their Hands ſtrengthend in 
their Work, tho they are ſometimes tempted to ſay, 

They have labour d in vain. 

Wie ought to pray for Mafters of Families, that their 
Endeavours may be bleſſed in the Education of their 
Children and Servants, and they may be eſtabliſh'd in 
Joſhua's Reſolution, that they and their Houſes will ſerve 
the Lord ; Pray that they may be Reformers in their | 
own Families, may prevail to drive out the Fool iſineſi 
that is bound up in the Heart of thoſe under their Charge, | 
and to principle them with an Antipathy to that which 
is evil betimes, and then the Work of Magiſtrates and 
Miniſters would be very eaſy. 

And for all that in their Places are ftriving againſt 
Sin, let us ſtrive in our Prayers, that they may be 
eftabliſy/d in their Reſolation not to draw back their joſh. 8, 
Hand wherewith they have ftretched out the Spear againtt 26. 
thoſe Yices that are the common Enemies of our Wren 
l as 


4 


\ 
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- (as isfaid of Joſhua in his Battle with the Men of A. 
till they have utterly deſtroy d and ſuppreſs'd them, or 
at leaſt done their utmoſt towards it; that having an 
Eye to him who in ſtriving againſt Sin endured the 
Contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf, they may not be 
- weary, nor faint in their Minds. And in order to this 
Eftabliſhment of the Juſt, and the Progreſs and Succeſs 
of that righteous Cauſe wherein they are engag d, the 
great thing, and indeed the one thing needful we have 
32.15/to ask of God, is, That the Spirit may be poured out up- 
. 11. 2.07 Us from on high, a Spirit of Wiſdom hq Underſtand- 
ing, of Counſel and 


there ſhall be no more occ2 In for it: And there is no 


ce IT. more Hope of ſpeeding than this, for the pouring out of 
0 the Spirit; for if earthly Parents being evil know how to 
give good Gifts unto their Children, hom much more ſhall 
w heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
im. 


People, That the Wickedneſs of the Wicked may come 
to an End, and the Juſt may be etabli/h'd in their Op- 
poſition to it. | | 

1. All good People have a holy Concern for the Name 
and Honour of God, and the Lord Jeſus, and for the 
Reputation of that holy Religion which we make Profel- 
ſion of, and therefore they cannot but deſire that that 
| may come to an End, by which God is diſhonour d, his 
If Name is profan d, the Lord Jeſus crucified afreſp, and 
Religion wounded in the Houſe of her Friend. All the 
Children of God having his Glory in their Eye, as 
| their higheſt End, have it apon their Hearts as their 
| chief Care, and it is dearer to them than any [atereſts 
. of their own; nothing grieves them ſo much as the 
lnjury done to the Honour of God by the Wickedreſs 
ef the wicked; and the great Occaſion thereby given his 
blaſphe Horror takes hold of their 


Hearts, 


al. 119. Enemies do 


| Might, of Knowledge and of the Fear | 
{ the Lord, and then the Wilderneſs ſhall become a fruit- | 
Ful Field; then the Work vl] go on and proſper, till 


Petition we can preſent at the Throne of Grace with | 


For the ſecond Thing, 1 come next to ſhew why it is * 
and ought to be the Deſire and Prayer of all good 


e Ser. 
earts, and Rivers of Tears run down their Eyes, be- 


4 
* zuſe of this: Every Good Man ſhould be able to ſay 1 
an David, The Reproaches of them that reproached thee Plal. 6g. g 
the Wh fallen upon me : | take them as caſt upon my ſelf, 
t be id therefore the Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me ip, 
this Math made me forget my ſelf, and all Intereſts and 
refs MWoncerns of my own, that | might be wholly /wallow'4 
the Mp with Reſentments of the Diſhonour to God, and 


at worthy Name by which I am called. | I 
Let that therefore come to an End, let it be wholly 

xtirpated, which is ſuch a daring Aﬀront to God's 
ajeſty, ſuch an impudent Contempt of his Sovereignty, 

ch a direct Contradiction to nis Truth, and ſuch an 
pen Violation of his Law, which grieves the Spirit of 
is Grace, and bids defiance to his Strivings, which 
ports the Kingdom of Satan, that Kingdom of 
Darkneſs and Malignity, and is a conſtant Oppoſition 


* d that * of Light, Holineſs and Love, which 
al! We Lord Jeſus came to ſet up in the World. Will 
c& Mot all thoſe then that rightly underſtand the thing, 


Ind lay it to heart, earneſtly pray that that may come 
an End, which hath all this Miſchief in it; and that 
Hoſe may be eſtabliſhd, who are doing what they can 
d bring it to an End. And we may come the more 
oldly to the Throne of Grace on this Errand, becauſe 
7e can plead God's Intereſt in the Caſe; Lord, Thine 
s the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, and therefore 
et the Wickedneſs of the Wicked come to an End, that 
hy Kingdom may be advanc'd, thy Pomer ſubmitted 
o, and that Glory given to thee, which thou haſt by 


it 
t been rob'd of. How+»may we wreſtle with God, 


lead thine own Cauſe ;, and our Plea is, Lord, what . 


2. All good People have a tender Love to the Souls of 

en, anda true Deſire of their Welfare, here and for 
ver, and therefore they cannot but deſire and pray, 
hat that may come to an End, which is the only thing 


hat ruins Souls, Brethren, I hope you are convinc'd 
ot the Worth of Souls, you know what they were 
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ind hope to ſpeed when our Prayer is, Ariſe, O God, Plal. 74. 
pilt thou do unto thy Great Name? Joſh. 7. 9 


Were 
made for, and in whoſe Image they were made; what 
they were bought for, and with What. Price they wer: 
bought; what Service for God they are capable d 
doing, what Happineſs in God they are capable of en 
joying. You have made your Conviction of this tt 
appear by the Concern you have for your own Soul: 
and will wp not make it further to appear by you! 
| Concern for the Souls of others? Shall it not be you 
| Deſire, and Care, and Prayer, that none of tho 
| Cor. 8, may periſh for whom Chriſt died. Did Chriſt ſhed hid 
* Blood for t 205 and ſhall we think much to drop i 


Tear over them A 
When you ſee a poor Sinner running to an Exceſs of tha 
Riot, think with your ſelves, Here's à precious Soul An! 
more worth than all the World, alienated from iu W! 
rightful Lord, and fold for a eſs of Pottage, for the Car 
Gratifications of a baſe Luſt, into the Hands of it, in! 
ſworn Enemy, and made a Prey to the roaring Lion, for 
Here's one made a Cage of unclean and filthy Birds, ſtyl 
that's capable of being made a Temple of the Holy G hof; Atbe 
1 A Drudge to Satan that might have been a Servant of Ithi 
| God; an Inſtrument of Unrighteouſneſs, that might 
3 have been a Veſſel of Honour: O that the oppo ng 
ek. 21. Intereſt may be overturn d in this Soul, and that he 
J. may come whoſe Right it is, and it may be given him of 
Here's a miſerable Creature running headlong into ever 01 
laſting Burnings, upon the Brink of Ruin, and not 2. 
1 ware of the Danger: O that the Grace of God woul 
1 ſnatch this Brand out of the Burning] for it is yet ca 
pable of being made uſe of in the Building. Tho it is 
ſpoken of but with a peradventure that God will give 
5, 26. em Repentance, yet that's Encouragement to pray for 
it it, and we ſhould be earneſt for it, becauſe it is the on- 


ly way of their being recover'd out of the Snare of the 
Devil. If you ſaw any of thoſe about you that you 

| have the leaſt Concern for, thus deſiroymg their own 

l' dies, you would interpoſe and do what you could to 

prevent it; and are not their Souls of unſpeakably 


more value than their Bodies ? Is not Eternal Death T 
more dreadful than temporal Death? If therefore n. 


you 


„ mem Soom 7 
wer vou can do nothing elſe towards their Recovery, pt 
le or them; O pray that their Sn may come to ay 
eee ETC 
is t . All good People have a great Value for the Grate 
Souls of — and are convinc'd of the Sovereignty and 
you Power, the Neceſfity and Efficacy of that Grace; and 
youlli thereſoꝶę they pray for that Grace, both for the Re- 
host formation of Sinners, and for the Eftabliſþment of the 


d hi Ju. They know how much they are themſelves in- 
op! Adebted to that Grace, what Favours, what Wonders 


have been done for them by it; that tis purely by 
that Grace that they are what they are that's good: 
And 'tis that Grace that made them to differ from the 
Wicked, that begun the good Work in them, and 


ſs of 4 
ou 
1 itz; 


the carries it on. They know there is a Fulneſs of Grace 
f itz in Chriſt, enough for al, tho' never ſo many, enough 
ion. for each, tho* never fo bad ; and therefore they are 


ſtill for having recourſe to that Grace, and fetching 
that in for themſelves ayd others. They know no- 
thing can be done without it, not a good Thought ſtart- 
Red or purſued, not a good Word ſpoken, or a good 
Work done, by themſelves, or any other; and there- 
- he fore whatever Good they wiſh may be effetted, either 
„ upon Sinners or Saints, they depend upon that Grace 
for it, and its powerful Influences. 

They know atſo that this Grace is promis'd to the 
Church, this clean Water to cleanſe it from all its Fil- Ezek. 3 
„ thineſs and from all its Idols, yet God will for this be 25, 37. 
ij enquir d of by the Houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them: 
We mult ak, and then we ſhall receive, Having 
therefore ſuch an Eſteem for God's Grace to do the 
on- Work, and for the Duty of Prayer to obtain that 
the Grace, this is their Petition, this is their Requeſt, 
ou! Lord, bring thou the Wickedneſs of the Wicked to an 
50 End. After all the pains we have taken to propheſy 
to upon the dead and dry Bones, they are dead and dry Ezek. 3; 
bly ſtill, and therefore we look upwards: Come, O Breath, 9. 
ith and breath upon theſe Slain, and then they ſhall live. 
ore They know that the Filth of Zion and Feruſalem can 

never be waſhed away, unleſs God himſelf do it by the 
«.. Mrz 
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mong them they have Joy and Satisfaction, and there- 
fore they ſeek the Good of Jeruſalem 5 their Bre- 


been in Sin; for Hall not God viſit for theſe things, 


Abuſe of it.? Nay, the Ward of God, and the Mean: ll: 
of Grace, which are more than our neceſſary Food, 


its Powers and Virals at home ? 


* 


— — — 
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a of Judgment and the ove of Burning; and there. 
ore to him they apply themſelves, Lord, take the 
Work into thine own Hands; be thou exalted in thine Prin 
ewn Strength, the Strength of thine own Grace, and 


1 


thou ſhalt have the Glory, . WY 
| 4+ All Good People are hearty Well-wiſher®to. the 
Land of their Nativity, and are in care for the Pro- 
ſperity of that, becauſe it is a Chriſtian Natlon, tis 
their own, and in the Peace thereof they ſhall have Peace, 


and in the ſetting up and keeping up of Religion a- 


thren and Companions ſake, as well as becauſe of the 
Houſe of the Lord their God, and the Intereſts ® 
of that. 3 5 | | 1 
It cannot but grieve them to ſee this pleaſant Land 

olluted, and all its Beauty ſully'd and ftain'd by the 
Filthineſ of its Inhabitants, “' that it is become odi- | 
ous in the Eyes of him that cannot endure to look upon 
Iniquity; to ſee a Land, that God has dealt favourably i 
with, 'expos'd to his Judgments, and ready to be 
made as like to Sodom and Gomorrah in Ruin, 3s it has 


which are to be found among us? Shall not his Soul be 
avenged on ſuch a Nation as this? Do we not ſee how BW: 
faſt the Meaſure of the Nation's Sin fills? How near | 
full it is, and how ready to overflow in a Deluge « 
Wrath? Do we not ſee our Plenty forfeited by the 


forfeited by the Contempt caſt on them; the Bleſſings | 
of the Government forfeited by the Inefficacy of the En · t 
deavours us'd by it to ſuppreſs Profaneneſs; and the 
Honours and Advantages of our Religion ready to be taken Was t 
from us by the ſworn Enemies of it abroad, becauſe ¶ mee 
they have been fo tamely yielded to the Deſtroyers of 


And is it not the Concern of all Good People then 
to ſtand in the Gap, to turn away the Wrath of God, 
and by their Prayers to empty the Meaſure, which ſo 
s 4 « 6 , 35 oe . IM many ; 


* 


* 
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hat cry Day and Night to God, not only againſt the 
- Fbreaten'd Calamities, but againſt the threatning Ini- 


he Reformation of Manners in our Land, and particu- 


Have a good In 


ag you to contribute towards it, is, that which | am 
Jure no one can except againſt in others, no nor plead 


Was the Rich. It will not expeſe you to any Hazard to 


ure, as ſome of your Endeavours for Reformation 
perhaps may: In this I am ſure you can never be 


— — 
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any are filling by their Sins? To be earneſt with» 
od to bring that to an End, which other wiſe will 
rring our Nation to an End, and deprive it-of all its 
lory, and to eftabliſh and ftrengthen thoſe whole Pie- 
y and Zeal is the Strength and Stability of our Times. 
hen there was a general Corruption of Manners," 
ae Le were multipled, Truth failed, and there IIa. 59.18 
vas no Judgment, it was ſuch a Preſage of Deſtru&tion a 
oming, that God wonder d there was no Interceſſor: 
But I truſt there are and will be many Interceſſors 


— — 


uities, the provoking Cauſe of them, that thoſe may 
pe brought to an End; for as Queen Efther pleaded 
Ppith her ſelf, Hom can we endure to ſee the Evil that 


Wall come upon our People, and the Deſtruction of our 
Kindred? 


df what has been ſaid; 'tis what we are all concern'd tion. 


N, and therefore ſhould each of us apply to our 


Ives. 


| 3 Firſt, Let us ſet our ſelves by earneſt Prayer and Sup- 


Þ/:cation to God for his Grace, to promote and advance 


arly in this 195 the Reformation of which would 
uence upon the Nation. You will all 

ay, it is a deſireable thing that the Manners of the 
ation ſhould be reform'd, now that which I am preſ- 


hat they are excusd and exempted from themſelves. 
It will be no Expence to you, the pooreſt of the Flock 
f Chriſt may do as much in this part of the Service 


weep in ſecret for the Wickedneſs of the Wicked, and 
to pray againſt it; and I hope we ſhall not again ſee 
the Day when it will be penal to pray publickly a- 
gainſt it: Nor will it expoſe you to any Blame or Cen- 


charg'd 


And now that which remains is to make Application Arplica- 


re 


charg d with going out of your Sphere, or meddling ＋ 
with that which doth not belong to you ; fo that the i? ” 
molt timorous, the moſt cautious may thus help for- * 
ward this Good Work. All that have any Intereſt aten 
the Throne of Grace (and miſerable is the Caſe offer 
thoſe that have not); All that know how to pray — oy 
thoſe that do not are concern'd to learn) are this Day WM. 
in God's Name ſummon'd to this part of the Service. 
The Daughters of my People, tho' we cannot expect 
they ſhould do Deborah's part againſt this Siſera, this N 
common Enemy, lead the Forces into tLe Field againſt}? 
him; (yet bleſſed bz God we have a Deborah, that by 
her pious Proclamation doth that :) Tho' we cannot 
expect they ſhould do Jael's part, that laid her Hand to * 
the Mor man. Hammer, to nail this Siſera to the Earth; 1 
yet we expect and require that they do the part of Auna 
the Propheteſs, who ſerved God with Faftings and Prayer: 
Night and Day, and let them make this the Matter of? 
their daily Prayers; that in ſuch a Day of Diſtreſs, 
ſuch an Hour of Temptation as this, they do the part 
of Efther and her Maids. And when there are Daugb- 
ters of Belial, Daughters of Moab, that contribute to Þ® 
the debauching of the Nation, let the Daughters of I, 
rael, the Daughters of Sarah, be glad that they can a- 
ny way contribute to the reforming of it. Let Ma- 
ſters of Families take this Matter into their Family | 
Prayers, that they may bring downa Bleſſing not only 
on their own Houſes, but on the Houſes of their Neigb- 
bours, and thus may be themſelves Bleſſings to the |; 
Places where they live. SLE ALS : 
Let me recommend tt eſpecially to my Brethren in 
Il the Miniſtry, whoſe Buſineſs it is to give themſelves 
Il to Prayer, let-them lead thoſe they pray with to the 
Throne of Grace on this Errand: O let the Wickedneſs 
of the Wicked come to an End, but eftabliſh the Fu#t. h,., 
We are as Moſes upon the Mount, tis our Work to Nhe 
lift up our Prayers againſt Amalek with the Rod of Goa N 
in our Hand, whilſt others in the Vally are doing Je- Had 
'ſhua's Work: Ours is the fafer and eaſier Province, e 
tis a Shame for us then if we be wanting in our Work, 
: | an 


- 
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p his Hands and kept them (te 
f we continue inſtant and conſtant in Prayer, the At- 
empts for Reformation it may be hoped will be the 
Sore ſucceſsful ; but when Moſes let down his Hand, 
Amalek prevail d. If we grow cold and remſsin Prayer, 

Work is in danger of going back and loſing ground. 
e pray for the Succeſs of our own Endeavours, for 


ie Converſion of Sinners, and the Confirmation of 


Saints; I hope we dare not omit it; And ſhould we 
Hot pray alſo for their Succeſs, who in a different way 
Ire purſuing the ſame Deſign ? 

Let thoſe that are engag'd in the Societies for Refor- 
mation look upon themſelves as bound to further their 


Prive together with you in their Prayers to God for you. 50. 
F our aſſociating in this good: Work obligeth you in 
his way, as well as in other Inſtances, to give mutual 
Aſſiſtance, and to ftrengthen the Hands ore of another. 

ou cannot but find what need you have of the conti- 
Dual Supply of the Grace of God to furniſh you for this 
Good Work, and to fortify you againſt the Tempta- 
ons and Difficulties you meet with in it; let that 
WHerefore drive you to the Throne of Grace, for Grace 


' ficient. You lack Wiſdom for it, that Wiſdom which 
n the critical Cafes that often occur is profitable to Jam. 1. 5 


rect; you muſt therefore ak it of God in Chriſt's 
ame, and you, may expect, that if you ſincerely 
dim at his Glory 1n it, he will give it you, will give 
Pberally, and will not upbraid; will give a Mouth and 
Viſdom, ſuch as all your Adverſaries ſhall not be able 
o gainſay or reſiſt. Let your Prayers go before all your 
ndertakings in this Work, and accompany your 
onſultations about it; and let your Prayers follow 
hat you do, that it may anſwer the End, the Refor- 
ation of the Offenders themſelves you con via, and 
he deterring of others from doing the like. You 
would proſper the better in this good Work, if you 
tad it more yon your Hearts in Prayer; and it wauld 
2 Token for good that you ſhall carry your Point 3 


or 


nd it may be of ill conſequence; for when Moſet lsft Exod, 15 
day Vrael prevail d: rf. 


Undertaking by their Prayers, for others muſt Rom. 15 


| 
| 
f 
| 


| lech. 12. for then when God ſeeks to deſtroy all the Nations tha 
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come again#t Jeruſalem, as a Preface and IntroduRtion 
to that he pours out a Spirit of Prayer and Supplication. 
To ſtir you up all to be ro with God in Praye 
for the Succeſs of all pious Deſigns to ſuppreſs Profane 
neſs and Debauchery. Conſider, A 
1: How much depends upon the carrying on of this good 
Work. If there were a general Reformation of Man 
ners in our Land, what a happy Turn would it give to 
all our Affairs, what a bleſſed Change would it pre. 
duce ! what a Beauty would it put upon the Nation Aha 
upon this City, and render them amiable in the Eye 
of God and all Good Men! What a Security would ith 47 
be againſt the Judgments that threaten us, and What 
a Preparative for the Bleſſings we wait for! How 
would the Lord then delight to do us good, and t 
dwell among us! | | * 
Nay, tho' the deſired Reformation ſhould not be % 
effected, yet while it is endeavour'd it turns to us for i + 0 
lTettimony, and helps to ſave the Guilt of the Sin |< 
Sinners from being National. The Reigns of the Re 
forming Kings of Judah were bleſſed of God, tho' none, n 
of them made a compleat Reformation. 3 
But if the Work ſhould now be let fall, if the For-. ol 
ces that have for many Years paſt been drawn into tie ne 
Field, and have acted ſucceſsfully againſt Vice and Pro 
faneneſs, ſhould now be withdramn, you not only loſe a" 
all the Points you have gain'd, but it is to be fear! 
all Iniquity will take Encouragement to be ſo much 
the more daring : as when the Dam that ſtop'd the 
Current for a while is broken through, the Stream 
runs ſo much more violently, We are therefore con- 
cern'd to pray the more earneſtly, that the Wheels dl 
this Good Work may be kept a going, and that tho it} 
ſhoa!d not get ground, it may not loſe ground. A good 
Man ſaid long ſince, He fear'd the Sins of the Land 
more than the French. If Iniquity were ſubdued, how 
ſoon would all our other Enemies be ſubdued ! Would 
you therefore help to ſave a ſinſul Nation from Ruin, 


be latgrcetlors for it now, that the unclean Spirit that 
| 11 has 
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1 tha 

uRionl Poſſeſſion ; for if he do, it is to be feared 'twill be 
ion. with ſeven other more wicked than himſelf, then will 
prayer our /aft State be worſe than the firſt. 


ofane 
| this Good Work, which nothing leſs than the Power of 
Almighty Grace can help us over, and that Grace 


q muſt be obtain'd by Prayer. I doubt you find the 


Man 


has met with a Rebuke for ſome time may. not recover 


2. Conlider, What Difficulties yet lie in the way of 


. 


| 


ive tu Work goes on heavily, and meets with many Rubs, 
t pro. many things retard it and clog its Wheels; and per- 
ation, haps the Reaſon is, becauſe it wants praying Hands to 
Eye help it forward. Our Complaint is the ſame with 
uld i Zezckiah's, This Day is a Day of Rebuke and Blaſphemy, 
What Lor the Children are come to the Birth, and there is not Iſa. 37. 


HowStrength to bring forth; we muſt therefore take the 3, 4. | 


nd to Courſe he then took, life up our Prayer for the Remnant 
hat is left, the little Remnant. We may plead as Je- 
ot b ö oſhaphat did, Lord, we have no Might againſt this great 
for i Company that fights again us, theſe Troops, ' theſe 
in of egions of Iniquities that invade our Land, neither 
Re 


mow we what to do, but our Eyes are up unto thee, aud 2 


| 


Chror 


none pn thee do we depend. 20, 12. 


When you meet with any Difficulties in this Work, 
For- Follow the Example of Nehemiah, that Great Refor- 
0 th mer, that did ſuch eminent Service to the Church of 
Pro Bod in his Day, and was famous for this, that upon 
lose every Occaſion he had recourſe to God by Prayer, 
eard made himſelf eaſy, and carry d his Point by lifting up 
nuch Man Ejaculation to Heaven, When he was waiting at 

f — afraid to ask what he hoped to have, and the 

i 


Ning 
Hiaven, ſpoke to God in the ſilent Language of the 
Heart before he ventur'd to ſpeak to the King. When 
the Enemies of the Work he was about ridicul d it, as 

a fooliſh Attempt, and made a Jeſt of theſe feeble Fews, 
he appeal'd to God, went and told him of the Con- 


' Prayer to God, and then ſet. a Watch. When to 
drive him off from his * it was ſaggeſted 
3 n 


tempt put upon them: Hear, O aur God, for we are de- Neh. 4. 
pied. When he ſer a Watch againſt them, he firſt mades, 9. 


d him ſpeak his Mind, he pray'd to the God of Neh. 2. 


: 
4 
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to him, that the Government would rate Umbrage at 
it, and he would be taken up as a diſaffected Perſon, 
| that thereby his Hands might be weaken'd, he addreſ. 
| b. 6. 9. ſeth himſelf to Prayer preſently, Nom therefore, 0 of 
. God, ſtrengt hen my Hands. And if we thus, like Ne. ©© 
hemiah, look up to God by Prayer for Strength and] 
Grace to do our Work, we may, in Faith, like him, 
h. 13. look up to God fot his gracious Acceptance of us in it; 
22,9, Remember me, O my God, for Good ; for what is 
14 done by Divine Aſſiſtance will be own'd and favour d; 


1434 
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11 what comes from God will come to him. | 
i Let me now briefly. tell you what further we muſt Te 
do in dur Prayers for Reformation. | I; 
iI. We muſt ſadly lament the Wickeaneſs of the Wie. a 
; ted, which we pray for the Removal of; we muſt . 
| complain of it to God, as thoſe that do indeed lay it 
. to heart, and look upon it with inward Trouble.) 
en. 37.2. Can we each of us ſay, as David, I heheld the Tranſ. 
Id greſſors, and was grieved; do as Joſeph did then con- 
| | cerning his Brethren, &ring to your Father, your hea 
 - * wealy Father, their evil Report. *Twill better become 
| us to weep in ſecret for the Sins of Sinners, than open 
| ly to exclaim againſt them. The Character of thoſe 7? 
that are mark'd for Preſervation, and whom the de 
zek. 9. 4. ſtroying Angel muſt not touch, is, that they ſigh-ani | 
cry for the Abommations that are found among us, that 
| is the Spirit of a Chriſtian ; not that they are ſatyrica BF; 
| in their Invectives againſt them, ſo far a Phariſee may go 


” 
ll 
+ 


| 
| 
| 
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1 We arethen fit to pray againſt Sin when we truly bemail i. 
2. We muſt bleſs God for what is done towards the 
bringing of the Wickedneſs of the Wicked to an end in our 
Land. We have reaſon to be thankful to God for the 
National Teftimonies that are born againſt Vice and th; 
Profaneneſs, that it doth not go without a Check; ¶ Re 
that godd and wholeſome Laws are made againſt WF da) 
Drunkenneſs, Swearing, and Sabbath-breaking z that cel 
the Queen's Proclamation againſt Immorality -is read it WW cor 
all our Courts of Jaſtice ; that here in this Great Ci. wo 
ty, and in ſome other Places, Societies are form'd and tov 
yet kept up for the Aſſiſtance of the MagiRrates 4 
4 | | urn” 


1 
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Cauſe of Reformation would admit of, as if no Means 
JF were to be us'd, but we muſt fit down, and leave it to 
God to do all; Or as if I thought the Cale ſo deplorable 


turning the Edge of the Sword of Juſtice againſt the 


of the Lord hath lifted up againſt the Enemy that was 19. 
coming in upon us like a Flood: This Banner God 


of the Truth; a Banner for them to triumph in, and 


liſt themſelves under. 


3. We muſt in theſe Prayers for Grace to reform 


our Land act Faith upon the Mediation of Chriſt, and the 
3 Promiſe of God, and make them our Plea, Let us take 


3 our Encouragement in theſe Prayers from this, that 
3 Jeſus Chriſt” ever lives to make Interceſſion for the + 


Land in one Day; that the Redeemer ſhall come to Lion, 


l. ana ſhall turn away Vngodlineſs from Jacob ; and ſhall 
V Reſiner. So that we ſhall not pray in vain, for 
xj aitbful is he that has promis'd, who alſo will do it. 


Secondly, Let us follow gur Prayers with our ſerious * 


N. and ſincere Endeauvours; and let us act as thoſe that are 


the Wickedneſs of the Wicked to an End, and eſtabliſh the 
Dt. When I preſs you thus to pray for it, tis not as 
if I thought there were nothing elſe to be done, and 
that Prayers and Tears were all the Weapons that the 


that it were to no purpoſe to atiempt any thing for the 

Relief of it; I do not come upon this Errand to you to 
day as Luthers Frien did to him, with his Abi in 
cellam, & dic, miſerere mei Domine; bidding him 
content himſelf with praying for Reformation, for it 
would be in vain for him to think of doing any thing 
towards it; No, my Brethren, both God's Promiſes 
and our Prayers, are * to guicken and encourage, 

| 2 not 


i, 5 


ame thing; That he came into the World to deftroy 1 John 
the Works of the Devil; was manifeſted to rake away 8. 
„ Sin: And we are ſure that he will gain his Point, and 
that him the Father heareth always And through him 
ve have precious Promiſes to plead, on Which we are 
cauſed to hope that God will remove the Iniquity of the Zech. 3. 


Ron. 1 


4 


moſt notorious Delinquents. This Standard the Spirit Ila. 39 


hath given to them that fear him, to be diſolay d becauſe pfal. 60. 
| 


' 
| 
| 


Reformation Sermon. 
N 


not to ſuperſede or flachen our Endeavours When in an. 
am. 3. Anſwer to Prayer, you do, like David, hear the ſound I 
* of a going upon the Tops of the Mulberry- Trees, when | pa 
you perceive that God goes before you, that God is with | ov 


| you of a Truth, then you muſt beſtir your ſelves ;, then Gt 
up, and be doing. | gr 

1. You eſpecially that are engag d in theſe Socie- E: 

ties for Refermation, now you have this Day ſet me up-| th 

on your Watch-tower, you muſt give me leave to be 5 ar 

_ Monitor in God's Name, as one that deſires to tt 

found faithful, and that you be found ſo too. Be I 

mindful of the Obligations you laid upon your ſelves þ 

when you enter'd into theſe Societies, in a Senſe of u 


your Duty to God, as well as in Love to your Country, te 
to do all you could in your Places for the ſuppreſſing of | | 
Vice and 21 you have not diſcharg'd your 
ik ſelves from theſe Obligations, make Conſcience, there. 
1 fore, of fulfilling them; you have open d your Mouth 
unto the Lord, and you cannot go back; go forward, then; 
£0 on, and proſper. Tho' the Endeavours of your 
ocieties ſhould prove unſucceſeful, yet let not the Ti- 
tle of them be inſigniſicant, and an empty Name. Vu 
are call'd Societies for Reformation of Manners, and 
| therefore are concern d to enquire what you are doing 
{| towards it? your Warfare, I am ſure is not accompliſb d, 
[| for the Canaanitesare yet in our Land, and are as Snare: 
to us, and as Thorns in our Eyes. The exorbitant Power 
of Vice and Profaneneſs is not reduc d. The Houſe of 
Saul, tho' we hope it grows weaker and weaker, yet is 
ſill in being, and its Forces threatning, and therefore 
you muſt reſolve with Meekneſs and Fear, vigorouſly to 
carry on this Holy War, and to aft offenſively, not for 
the Deſtruction, but for the Salvation and ſpiritual Be- 
nefit of thoſe you appear againſt, 
I nnderſtand you have Societies of two Sorts, that 
have different Provinces aſſign'd them. Some made 
up of Perſons of a lower Rank, that are as the Hands 
and Feet of this Body; others of a higher Rank, that 
are to them (as Moſes ſaid to Jethro) inſtead of Eyes; 
| 2nd both theſe have need of, and are ſerviceable to wax 
anothers 
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A Reformation Sermon. 
another. Shall I ſpeak particularly to each? 

1. You that have engag'd your ſelves in the more af?:ve 
part of this Undertaking : Be active in it; not as Loids 
over your Brethren, but as Servants to God and the 
Government, in a good Work. Let thoſe of you that 
grow remiſs, and indifferent, be excited by the good 
Example of thoſe that yet retain their Zeal; And let 
their Care and Courage in this Matter flouriſb again; 
and return with a double Vigor to the Relief of 
thoſe that have long born the Burthen and Heat of the 


5 Day, that you may ſtrengthen the Hands which you 
have weakend. Complain not that the Drudgery lies 


upon you, for in ſuch good Work as this, nothing is 


3 to be called Drudgery; but rather ſay, If this be to be 


37 


vile, I will be yet more vile, Be not frightned with Fcdl. 


Minds and Clouds from ſowing and reaping nor excule 4. 
your ſelves with the Sluggard's Fancy o 
Way, a Lion in the Streets. The God whom you ſerve 


a Lion in the 


| h is able to protect you, and to bear you out, however 


you may be threatned, and abundantly to recompence 
you, whatever Charge you are at, and whatever Da- 


| 4 mage you may ſuſtain; you know whom you have truft- 
ed, even one who will be faithful to you while you 


are ſo to him; and tho you may be Loſers for him, 
you ſhall not be Loſers by him, in the End, 
2. You that have undertaken the directive Part, I 


beſeech you do your Part. What you alſo contribute 


towards the neceſſary Charges of this Work continue 


to do it, ncreaſe it if there be occaſion, do it liberally, 
do it chearfully and without grudging ; How can you be- 


ſto what you have better than in thus honowring God 


a good Grace; and theſe are Talents which put you into 


with it? And what Pity is it that ſuch a gobd Cauſe as 
this ſhould be flarv/d? And there is another thing 
which may juſtly be expected from you, Gentlemen, 
and that is, that you be forward to appear in Perſon, 
when there is occaſion, for the keeping up of the Re- 
putation of this pious Undertaking. Ihe Figure you 


make in the World gives you an Opportunity todo it, 


your Education and Converſe enable you to do it with 


4 
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| a Capacity of ſerving God and your Generation, and 
which muſt be accounted for. A Fromn from you 


Countenance more than a Reproof or an Information 
from an inferior Perſon. A Smile from jou may heart- 
en an honeſt Reprover, and keep him in Countenance 
When he is inſulted, as Lot was, with Who made thee 
@ Judge? Twill be your Honour, Gentlemen, to 
patromze thoſe that are buiſy in this Service, and to 
ſtand by them, while there are thoſe that cenſure 
them, and run them down as over-buiſy. Be ready to 
give your Advice before-hand to the moſt regular, pru- 
dent, and inoffenſive Methods for carrying on this 
Work; And what is done conſcientiouſly and zealouſly 


feek an Excuſe, and have a Mind to be critical to ſpy 


Retreat from them, than it would juſtify David in the 
Orders he gave to deſert Uriah the Hittite, to lay, 
Why went * near the Wall? I know nothing can ex- 
cule your drawing back, unleſs you be conſcious to 
your ſelves of the Beam in your own Eye; and if that be 
the Reaſon you are aſham d to appear, tis your own 
Fault, and you cannot but be aſhamed of your ' Rea- 
Jon. But 1 hope better things of you, Gentlemen, 
that your Hearts condemn you not, and then you may 
have Confidence in this Cauſe of God, and ſhall have 
Confidence in the Dayof God. Be bold, therefore, and 
act like your ſelves, like Men of Honour: Let it not 
. be (aid of you, as it was of the Nobles of Tekoa, that 

they put not their Necks to the Work of the Lord; nay, 
we ask you not to put your Necks to it, only to ſhem your 
Faces in it. Honour God thus with your Honour, and 
you ſhall find him true to his Word, that thoſe who 
honour him he will honour, while thoſe that deſpiſe 
and deſert him ſhall be lightly eſteemed. 


_—_— jy ag 
—_— a 
= 


out: but that will no more juſtify you in an glorious | 
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2. We 


may daunt a daring Tranſgreſſor, and put him out of | 


appear in the Defence of it, and think not to excule |” 
your ſelves by ſaying it might have been done with |? 
more Caution and Diſcretion in ſome little Circum- | 
ſtance or other, which tis an eaſy thing for thoſe that 
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mation, yet ſhoul 


2. We are all oblig d in our Places to do our Utmoſt 
for the carrying on of this Work, ſomething more 


than by our Prayers. 


1. Let us do what we can to bring the Wickedneſs of 


the Wicked to an end, Let our Converſation in every 
thing be ſuch as becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſtrit, and 
T univerſally conſcientious, that they who will not be won 1 Pet. 
| either by the Word of the Miniſters, or the Rod of the l- 

T Magiſtrates, may be won by that. We mult ſtudy to 
be not only blameleſs and harmleſs, and without Rebuke, 
but exemplary in every thing that is virtuous and praiſe- 
2 worthy. Let our Light 2 

may be brought to glorify that Name of God which 
they have reproach'd and diſhonour'd. Let thoſe that 


ine before Men, that they 


are Maſters of Families keep up Religion there; and 


g put away Iniquity far from their Tabernacles, In all our 


Converſe, let us witneſs againſt Sin, and drive it away 


(if we cannot uſe any other Means) by an angry Coun- 
tenanc e. It is our Duty to tell our Neighbours of their 


Faults, between us and them alone, in any wiſe to rebuke 


them, and not to ſuffer Sin upon them, leſt we bear Sin Lev. 1 


for them, and make our ſelves Sharers in their Guilt. 7+ 
Let us do what we can to make Sinners aſham d of their 
Sin; were they brought to that it would be an inge- 
nuous and prevailing Principle of their Reformation. 
Let us have no Fellowſhip with the Works of Darkneſs, but 
reprove them. Let us have as little Fellowſhip as poſſi- 
= with the Workers of thoſe Works, and /o reprove 
them. 

2. Let us do what we can to eſtabliſh the juſt, to con- 
firm thoſe that are good in their Goodneſs. Let thoſe 
that fear the Lord ſpeak often ene to another for their mu- 
tual Inſtruction, Quickning and Encouragement; for 
the ſharpring of one anothers Countenance, and the 
ſtrengthning of one anothers Hands. Thoſe that are 
not themſelves engag © with the Societies for Refor- 

do what they can to eftabliſh them; 
if they have not your Hand, let them have your goo 
Word; ſpeak well of them as it comes in your Way: 


The City ought to be made ſenſible of its Obligation 
|: to 


f. r. E 
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to them; were it ſo, what an Eſtabliſhment wouldit 
be to them! As occaſion offers, let them have your 
Help, and be ready to ſay, We will go with you, for m 
have heard that God is with you. 

To conclude, It will, I hope, be ſome Encourage. 
ment to you, to be on the Lord's ſide, and to aſſiſt, by 
your Prayers and Endeavours, for the bringing of the 
Wickedneſs of the Wicked to an End, and the Eftabliſhing 
of the Juſt, if | tell you from the Word of God, what 
wil be, at laſt, the Iſſue of this Struggle between Jac 
and F ſau, between the Pious and the Boing, You may 
aſſurc your ſelves, Brethren, the Cauſe of Religion and 
ſerious Piety 's the Cauſe of God, and it will, in the End, 
be a victorious Cauſe: It will be fo in the Day of Deci- 
ſion; when the Ungodly ſhall not ſtand in the Fudgment, 
nor Sinners im the Congregation 4 the righteous, The 
Lord Jeſus will then, and not till then gather out of his 


Kingdom all things that offend, and them that do Iniquity ; 


then will the Wickedneſs of the Wicked come to a per- 
petual End, when into the new Ter»ſalem there ſhall 
not ester any unclean thing; And then ſhall the Juſt be 
for ever eftabliſh'd when they ſhall ſhine as the Sun in 
the Firmament of our Father; when he that is holy ſhall 
be holy ftill, ſhall be for ever holy. Then ſhall the Great 
Redeemer have put down all the oppoling Rule, Princi- 
pality, and Power. of Sin and Satan, which are now fo 
daring, ſo threatning, which we are ſometimes ready 
to fear will bear down all before them, and carry the 
Day. It ſhall all be cruſh'd and ſank ; and the Kingdom 
ſhall be deliver'd up to God, even the Father, that that 
God whom Sinners now deſpiſe and make light of, 
may be all in all to Eternity, | 


. 
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